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● Vast & complex corpus of literature from South Asian Buddhism
● Originally comprised of philosophical teachings, techniques, and practices 

which later became associated with rituals & sadhanas (spiritual 
practices).

● Non-conceptual, boundless, and luminous state of awareness
● Which was aligned with the feminine principle of “mother of the Buddhas” 

(Skt. sarvabuddhamātā)
● Highest philosophical principle later became a hypostatized deity with 

attributes in the Tantric era (c. 700/800 CE)
● Evolved over thousands of years, and today is primarily preserved in 

Nepal, Tibet, and Japan.
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● Mother of knowledge
● Source of all Buddhas
● Mother of all Buddhas
● Goddess of Wisdom
● Womb of totality
● Yum Chenmo (Great Mother)
● Genetrix of the awakened state
● Became represented as a Buddha in the Tantric era
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● 5th century BCE - council of 700 Arhats, “Foe Destroyers”

● Challenged the lax conduct in sangha, questioned “infallibility”

● Shifted away from solitary celibate life

● Affirmed lay people could attain enlightenment while living in the world as 

husband, wife, cook, artist, musician, mother etc...

● Bodhisattva ideal “one whose essence is perfect knowledge”

○ Motivation for all beings, not only oneself

○ Earlier Arhat ideal was for their own liberation alone
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● Lived from c. 150-250 CE, first great figure after the Buddha
● Born in the Andhra region of South India
● In the monastery, he mastered Buddhist doctrine, medicine, and alchemy
● Nagas gave him the PJP Sutras
● These Sutras taught the Madhyamaka or “Middle Way” - between two 

extremes of nihilism and eternalism
● His disciple, Aryadeva, also helped to establish the Middle Way school
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● Wisdom, insight, discriminating knowledge, or intuitive understanding
● Etymology:

○ Pra means “deep” or “profound”
○ ā means “wisdom” or “knowledge”

● Basic level, refers to state of consciousness that results from 
investigation; it functions to exclude doubt.

● Broader level, it refers to wisdom or insight birthed through direct 
perception into the true nature of reality.
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Interdependence = Emptiness
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Three main aspects of Prajna
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Padamp Sangye & Zhije
Pacification of Suffering

Most influential Indian yogin in 

late 11th and early 12th century 

Tibet.





Zhijé, or “Pacification (of Suffering)”
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Zhijé Lineages
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Five Paths of Tantra taught to Kunga
Found in the Stainless Path of the Silver Egg of Speech

By Padampa Sangye

● Explains precepts of the 54 male 

● And 54 female mahāsiddhas. 

● Each associated with a specific teaching. 



First Path
Nāgārjuna’s teachings explained in the following way:
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Later, in the Third Path section



Fourth Path
Teachings of Saraha:
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Fifth Path



Sukha Mahāsiddhi
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Conclusion
Dingri Langkor

West Tibet



Lama Tsering Wangdu Rinpoche



Padampa’s final words...




